
VOLUNTARY VS. COMPULSORY NOTIFICATION OF CON-
TAGIOUS DISEASE.

In 1895 the Chicago Department of Health inaugu-
rated the plan of allowing phyicians to "assume the
responsibility" of enforcing precautionary measures

against the spread of contagion in cases of diphtheria
and scarlet fever. In other words, it made the notifica-
tion of these disorders voluntary instead of compulsory.
The results of this policy are reported in the Monthly
Bulletin of the Department, for June, which is just in
print. In 1894, the last year under the compulsory
system, the total notifications of diphtheria were 1921,
and the total deaths recorded from the disease, 1293,
making an apparent death-rate from diphtheria of 67.3.
In 1897 the cases reported were 3103, and the deaths
726, and in the first six months of 1899 the reported
cases were 1726, as against 1304 for the corresponding
period in 1897. Of all infectious reportable diseases,
the total figures were 4380 to 1760 for the same periods
respectively. These statistics are far better than labored
arguments in favor of voluntary vs. compulsory report¬
ing. As Commissioner Reynolds says : "The ordinance
requirement of uncompensated professional service by
physicians in the report of their contagious disease cases
had not only been a demonstrated failure, but the tact¬
less efforts to enforce the provision had alienated a most
valuable ally of any health department. Now, more than
ever before in its history, this Department is in touch
with the physicians of the city, more fully than ever it
receives the information from them necessary to success
in,,its efforts to restrict the spread of the communicable
diseases and to protect and promote the public health."
It might be added here that the statistics further show-
that in the first half of 1897 the Department disinfected
premises in 419 cases, and supervised 223 .Contagious
disease funerals. In 1899, during the corresponeling
period, 2096 premises were disinfected and 380 funerals
supervised. Figures speak louder than words, and while
they may be misused, in this case >nò"Jquestion can be
raised as to their significance.

A MEDICOLEGAL QUESTION.
Last week a lawyer was fined fifty dollars and sen-

tenced to thirty days in jail for practicing law without
a license. During the trial it developed that he had
practiced in the courts of Chicago for years; that he
had a diploma from a law school, but had not been ad-
mitted to the bar. Editorially, the Chicago Evening
News comments on the verdict as follows:

As to this decision no one interested in the dignity of
the bar and the cause of justice will demur. It may be
added, however, that the fact that this ignorant and in-
capable lawyer practiced ten years in the criminal and
justice courts of Chicago before his right to the honors
and emoluments of the profession of the law was ques-
tioned is not altogether creditable to the courts in which
he practiced nor to the bar of which he was supposed to
be a member. It is encouraging to note, however, that
the Chicago Bar Association has at last taken the duty in
hand of determining, who are properly members of the
legal profession in this city. The association will render
a needed and valuable service to itself and the. people by
looking after other alleged members of the legal profes¬
sion whose ignorance of law and the ethics of the bar are

continually bringing the latter and also the administra¬
tion of justice into disrepute. It is possibly, occasionally,
that even a regularly admitted lawyer may resemble ne¬

cessity in knowing no law, but that is not the rule. There
should be a weeding out of these alleged lawyers.
To all of this we say "amen." But we would like to

ask, if the question is not considered too impertinent,
why people should not be protected against medical pre¬
tenders who are "turned loose to prey upon the people" just
as much as against legal frauds ? If the Chicago Bar As¬
sociation is doing a good thing in weeding out "alleged
members of the legal profession," why is it not a good
tiling when an organization of medical men attempts to
rid the community of dishonorable advertising frauds,
faith curers, Dowieites, magnetic healers and the vari¬
ous hordes of vampires, who, under the cloak of'religion,
pseudoscience, and other pretexts, prey on the people?
If not, is it because life and health are of less importance
to the individual than his money ? Is it of more import¬
ance that the criminal should have an educated lawyer
to defend or prosecute him than that an individual
suffering from disease should have an educated physician
to attend him? Will the News and the other Chicago
newspapers, which are rightly endorsing the Chicago
Bar Association in its action, in the same manner en¬
dorse the Chicago Medical Society should it attempt to
rid the city of alleged "doctors" and charlatans who in¬
fest it? In other words, is it not just as important to
have honorable and educated physicians as it is to have
honorable and educated lawyers? And if so, do not
physicians deserve the support of newspapers in their ef¬
forts to keep the standard of their profession high'ind
honorable, as much as the lawyers in their efforts to keep
up the dignity of the legal profession, even though in
the case .of physicians it might result in the loss to the
newspapers of some advertising patronage ?

.

Medical News.
Dr. L. Napoleon Boston, Philadelphia, has gone to

England and will be away for several weeks' rest.
The Russian authorities have ordered the disinfec-

tion of all the mail arriving from places suspected of
being infected by the plague.
Several eases of smallpox are reported from Windsor,

Ont., and the three cases in the smallpox hospital in
Toronto are now nearly well.
Prof. Grassi has been granted, by the Board of Pub-

lic Health in Italy, a sum to defray the expenses of
further research on malaria.
The Louisiana State Board of Health has sent Dr.

J. J. Bland to Hampton, Va., to report on the yellow
fever outbreak at that point.
The surgical clinic at Leipsic will have a centennial

celebration in October, when a bust of Professor
Thiersch will be installed on the city hospital grounds.
Prof. Max von Frey, the well-known physiologist,

is to take the place of Professor Fick, who has retired
from active professional life, in the W\l=u"\rzburgMedical
Faculty.

As we go to press we learn that Justice Everett has
imposed a fine of $100 on Mrs. Bratz, the disciple of
the "Divine Healer," Dowie, referred to in last week's
Journal, page 423. The case is to be appealed.
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